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DEDICATED AUTOMATION COMPANY
Since 2011, R. A. Rodriguez has been steadily adding
automation products to its portfolio and what a
success story it has been.

SO WHICH BRANDS ARE IN THE RAR UK
AUTOMATION CATALOGUE

Sales have increased year on year as UK manufacturers seek to
enhance their global competitiveness through automation. Indeed,
consistent growth has now prompted us to strategically separate this
division of our company.

These low cost, easy to use collaborative robots
effectively launched R.A. Rodriguez into the field
of stand-alone automation five years ago. Now we
have become a Preferred Supplier; turn to page 3
to see what this means to you.

Now, all automation sales are the responsibility of newly formed
RARUK Automation Limited, a company dedicated to developing a
group of automation products with a unique edge.

Our Universal Robot range is now complemented
by the availability of Robotiq 2 and 3 finger
grippers and force torque sensors that extend their
scope of application. Read more on page 3.

“The creation of a separate
organisation allows us to tool up for
the growing demands of automation
in the UK, whilst not losing sight of our
traditional strengths as a supplier of
high quality transmission components.
The move allows us to optimise
the growth of both strands of our
business.”

We have been involved with linear motion for
more than 15 years through our representation
of IEF Werner in the UK. And more recently, we
have added component palletising too. The
quality and reliability of this brand has made it
the ideal basis for our design and supply of
application-specific automation systems.

Peter Williamson, MD of all R. A. Rodriguez companies.

Last year we added MAFU technology to our
range – machines and systems for disentangling,
feeding, and effectively placing complex bulk parts
regardless of their size, shape or geometry.

R.A. Rodriguez (UK) are specialists in:

Bearing Products | Gears and Drives | Automation | Engineering Components
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INTRODUCING OUR NEW BRAND RANGE

R. A. Rodriguez is also strengthening its core
engineering component business by becoming
the sole UK distributor for Cone Drive, the
US manufacturer of precision motion control
products.
Thanks to this new relationship we have significantly extended our
ability to provide products for performance critical applications.
Cone Drive’s slewing drives, for example, are designed to
accommodate combined tilting, radial and axial loads and employ
worm gear geometry that provides high ratio single stage gearing.
The bearing and gears are assembled into a low profile housing
that optimises weight against performance. Available in sizes
ranging from 7 – 25 inches, these drives are highly cost efficient
and supremely reliable.

HARMONIC SOLUTIONS
We have also added to our product programme the Cone Drive
range of industry standard and customised harmonic solutions. The
design is an in-line motion control solution consisting of three main
components; a wave generator a flexspline through which speed
reduction and torque amplification are executed. The last element
is a circular spline which is the mounting interface for the assembly.
With ratios ranging from 30:1 to 160:1 in a single reduction and
efficiencies up to 90%, the harmonic solutions can be more
efficient with a shorter overall length than traditional planetary
solutions. Another advantage of harmonic gearing is ultra-low to
zero backlash. And as Cone Drive can design and manufacture
component sets and gear sets – with customised input, output, size
and ratio – we can now supply harmonic solutions for a very wide
range of applications.

NEED HELP WITH
SLEWING RING
SPECIFICATION?
Kaydon ®, an SKF Group Company, has recently
published an information-packed white paper
entitled: ‘9 questions to ask when specifying a
slewing ring bearing’.
The subjects covered are design factors not mentioned in the
published specs; the relationship of the support structure to load;
bolt strength, tensioning and mounting pattern; dealing with
mounted surface distortion; lubricating and storage requirement
and installation best practice.
For your copy of this white paper or for more information on our
Kaydon, Cone Drive and R. A. Rodriguez bearings visit:

www.rarodriguez.co.uk/bearings
What’s new in turntable bearings for offshore and marine engineering? We
introduce you to our own range on page 4.
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PREFERRED PARTNER
We are delighted to confirm our appointment as
Universal Robot’s Preferred Partner in the UK.
It means a lot because it gives you an additional level of technical
support and priority access to Universal Robot resources such as
training and applications expertise. This complements the knowhow we have in-house. Indeed, our engineering knowledge has
been pivotal in us increasing our Universal Robot sales in the UK by
300% in just twelve months.
Universal Robots have proved to be a perfect fit for R. A. Rodriguez.
Their flexibility and ease of use have allowed us to recommend
them as the basis for cost-effective production solutions that enable
humans and robots to work collaboratively without the need for
safety guarding.
Until now, two sizes of Universal Robots have completed our range
but now there’s a new addition – a lightweight table-top version, the
UR3, which has been three years in development.
It’s extremely compact and virtually noiseless with a footprint of just
118mm. As you would expect, it’s also lightweight at 11kg but has a
payload of 3kg. And in common with all the other Universal Robots
it has ±360 degree rotation on all wrist joints and infinite rotation on
the end joint.
Additional features include: a patented safety system with 15
adjustable safety functions; a wide range of I/O ports; standard
communication protocols for easy integration; programming via a
12” touch screen.

The most flexible collaborative robot in its class
Find out more: www.rarukautomation.com

GET A GRIP!
R. A. Rodriguez is the only UK robot supplier
to offer the complete range of grippers from
Robotiq. This brand is known for its ease
of integration and we now have off-the-shelf
products in both two-finger or three-finger
configurations.
One Robotiq model that is proving particularly popular is the 2F,
a two finger gripper with 85mm span, which has been specifically
designed for collaborative work in terms of payload, flexibility and
user-friendliness.
We can also supply Robotiq’s dedicated Force Torque Sensor that
is designed for force and position control to provide flexible handling
and sensor feedback to the Universal Robot. Again, it’s simple to
integrate and offers immunity from external noise.

The perfect partner to the Universal Robot.
Find out more: www.rarukautomation.com
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OFFSHORE
TURNTABLE BEARINGS
In the offshore and marine engineering sector there is a high
requirement for reliable and effective turntable bearings that meet
sector-specific performance and safety standards. Our own-brand
of turntable bearings not only fulfils these requirements but also
provides off-the-shelf availability of the most popular part numbers.
These bearings are manufactured by our sister company in
Germany, using branded and in-house tested components. They
meet the requirements of almost any application technically and
commercially and may be specified from a wide choice of materials,
coatings and seals to provide conformity with the relevant industry
standards and requirements.

OFF THE SHELF

Here to help

Two basic versions of our standard four-point contact, turntable
bearings are available. The KDL series is for light applications
where high accuracy is not a pre-requisite; the KDM series
provides a higher order of performance for greater loads. Both are
manufactured, as standard, in high grade carbon steel or stainless
steel and shipped, pre-lubricated and ready for use.

R. A. Rodriguez has a wealth of applications experience in the
offshore and marine engineering sectors and a wide range of
different type of bearings to call on to ensure you get the best for
the job. If you need assistance with the specification process,
please ring our product specialist:

Dave Young on 01462 670044.

EVEN MORE
GEARS
Our KHK range is now bigger than ever and the KHK J-Series of
semi-standard products is a good example of the scope of what’s
now available. These gears and racks have been expanded to
provide 10,400 different configurations of 50 common types.
The majority of these are now available from our on-line gear shop:

www.rargears.com

There is also a newly-published 500-page KHK catalogue showing
all gear types plus racks and pinions, gearboxes and ancillary
products.

Call our sales office on 01462 670044 for a copy or download a pdf
from www.rarodriguez.co.uk

Earlier this year we welcomed Paul Keeling as our new
automation technician. Paul is spending his placement year
with us to gain valuable industry experience while studying for
his BSc in robotics at Reading University.

Tel: 01462-670044 Fax: 01462-670880 Email: info@raruk.com
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